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Welcome to the
Cape Overberg
& surrounds
The Cape Overberg, at the southernmost
tip of Africa and separated from the rest
of the continent by mountain ranges, has
a magic all its own. It attracts artists and
crafters, and people seeking peace for their
soul. Rolling wheatfields with Blue Cranes
amongst grazing sheep, against a backdrop
of mountains. The two great oceans that
meet. Long white beaches, with waves
lapping shells and pebbles and bits of
seaweed. Treacherous rocks on which many
ships have foundered. Whales which come
here every year to mate and calve.
The culture of the Bushmen and Quena
(Hottentots), who inhabited the area for
ages before the Dutch settlers arrived in the
17th century, was replaced by European
farmers and missionaries. The oldest
mission station in the country is situated
here. And the third oldest European town
at the Cape. The people now represent our
Rainbow Nation.
And there are more plant species in the
region than in the entire United Kingdom
(a total of 2 500, of which 300 are
endemic). Some areas have a higher density
of plant species than the Amazon. There are
350 bird species. And yes, it is the best spot
for whale watching and white-shark cagediving, and rated as one of the best places
in the world for scuba diving.
It is also a lovely place to live, or to
spend some time. Visitors will leave
reluctantly after making friends in
unexpected places. Many visitors return
as often as they can, like the two Danish
couples whom we once met on a river boat,
here on their third visit. Lovely places to
stay, excellent places to eat, to enjoy local
wines, to relax.
A piece of Paradise has been preserved
here. But visitors are most welcome...
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Over the mountain
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Restaurant/Catering

T

he first Europeans to cross the
Hottentots Holland Mountains followed the old Gantouw (“Eland’s
Path”), which went straight over the mountain between the present Sir Lowry’s Pass
Village and Grabouw. On reaching the top
of this tortuous, almost vertical pass, the
travellers would thankfully say they were
“over het gebergte” (over the mountain), and
this name came to be applied to the huge
region that stretches as far as Swellendam
and Cape Agulhas. It was only in 1830 that
Col Charles Michell, Surveyor-General of

the Cape Colony, completed the re-aligned
Sir Lowry’s Pass, which made crossing the
mountain less arduous. The pass was tarred
in the 1930s, and the modern four-lane road
(N2) was completed in 1984.
The area beyond Sir Lowry’s Pass –
known as the Elgin Valley – today presents
a seemingly endless vista of deciduous fruit
orchards, vineyards and forestry plantations.
Three hundred years ago, however, it was
completely treeless, covered only by fynbos
shrubs, and early European travellers had to
find shade under their wagons.

The old wagon route ran some distance
to the north of the present N2, crossing the
Palmiet River where the town of Grabouw
was later founded in 1856.
Here the traveller may leave the N2
and drive through a rural landscape of
orchards, through Viljoen’s Pass and past the
Theewaterskloof Dam (popular for water
sports), to Villiersdorp, established by Field
Cornet de Villiers in 1843. The town may
also be reached over the Franschhoek Pass.
Or stay on the N2 with its fine farm stalls,
continue on the old wagon route over Houw 
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Wagon tracks on the Gantouw

The church yard at Genadendal, South Africa’s oldest mission village

over the mountain
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Undulating ploughed fields – a typical scene in the Overberg

 Hoek Pass, to the village of Bot River and

the historic Compagnie’s Drift. From here
one can take the Van der Stel’s Pass (gravel
road) to Villiersdorp, and from there the
Genadendal/Greyton road (part gravel) along
the scenic Sonderend River.
For those who do not want to take back
roads, the N2 continues over the hills and
meadows typical of the Overberg. A tarred
road to Genadendal and Greyton turns off
the N2 just before one reaches Caledon, the
administrative centre for the area.
Caledon, at the foot of the Klein Swart-

Vredelust B+B

berg, was established because of the mineral
springs, one cold and six hot, that generate
2-million litres of water a day at 49°C. The
first bath house was built in 1797. In 1810
a church village was established and called
Swartberg; three years later it was renamed
in honour of the Earl of Caledon. A spa
with a sanatorium and hotel were built early
in the 20th century but destroyed by fire in
1946. In October 2000 the Caledon Casino
Hotel & Spa was built, but the Victorian bath
houses at the hot springs are still open to the
public.

Vloedbos Holiday Farm

The annual wild flower show, first held
in 1892, now attracts thousands of visitors
each year. The Caledon Wild Flower Garden
against the slopes of the Swartberg was established in 1899, and feature a walking trail
which leads to the famous “window rock”.
Caledon lies in the heart of farmland that
produces barley, wheat, canola and wool.
Blue Cranes, South Africa’s national bird,
may be seen amongst grazing sheep. Caledon
has preserved a core of historic buildings and
the museum has a collection of historical
photographs.

Houw Hoek Farm Stall

Barton Villas

Gabriëlskloof

The Oak & Vigne Café

Barton Farm with its four Tuscan-style self-catering
villas is located near Bot River, right on the border
of the Kogelberg Biosphere Reserve. Each of the
stunning villas is fully equipped with a spacious
open-plan kitchen and dining room and each villa
has its own Jacuzzi and outdoor pool with breathtaking views across the valley and the Kogelberg
Biosphere Reserve!

Gabriël le Roux made wine here some 150 years
ago, and sold it to the passing trade. We think
he’d be pleased to see what we’ve done with the
place. Everything we do here reflects our culture
of quality – wines of the highest standard that
reflect the terroir, world-class cuisine and breathtaking views of the magical Overberg.
Open seven days a week

One of Greyton’s institutions, the Oak & Vigne
offers you even more these days. New owners, Alex and Justin, have kept the things you
love and added more: enjoy friendly service,
delicious food, great cake, freshly baked bread,
our own ice-cream, von Geusau chocolates and
Overberg wine. Bring your mountain bike and join
Rockhopper Adventures for an early ride.

Off the R43 between Bot River & Hermanus
Tel: 028 284 9283 • Fax: 028 284 9776
E-mail: info@bartonvineyards.co.za
www.bartonvillas.co.za

Off the N2 between Botrivier and Caledon
Tel 028 284 9865 • www.gabrielskloof.co.za
E-mail: info@gabrielskloof.co.za
GPS: 24°14'16.08"S 19°15'17.47"E

DS Botha Street, Greyton
Tel: 028 254 9037 • Fax: 028 254 9958
E-mail: info@oakandvigne.co.za
www.oakandvigne.co.za

Spend some time in Genadendal (“Vale of
Grace”), established as a Moravian Mission
in 1738, the first mission station in South
Africa. The mission, at one stage the secondlargest settlement at the Cape, was home
to the first teachers’ training college and
its people excelled at crafts – it is said that
every Voortrekker who ventured into the
interior, had with him two items produced
at Genadendal: a book of Bible texts printed
there, and the locally designed herneuter
knife. History seems to be alive here, with
fields still ploughed with horses and classical
music often heard around the church.
Stop over in Greyton, a village that grew
around irrigation channels and market gardens. Today it is a tree-lined retreat that
epitomizes sophisticated country life, with
art galleries, regular music recitals and an
annual Rose Festival. Follow the gravel road
that was once part of the Old Cape Wagon

Route along the Riviersonderend mountains,
past Het Ziekenhuys and Lindeshof, to rejoin
the N2 at the village of Riviersonderend.
Alternatively, return to the N2 at Caledon
and on to Riviersonderend, which was laid
out in 1925 as a “dry” town, i.e. no liquor was
sold there. The area offers wonderful natural
beauty in its mountains, ideal for hikes and
quiet stays.
At Tygerhoek outside the town one can
see one of the original Dutch signal cannons along the Old Cape Wagon Route,
used between 1695 and 1806 to call up the
burgher militia in the event of an attack
on the Colony. The system was used effectively during the British attacks of 1795 at
Simon’s Town and in 1806 at Blaauwberg.
It took about 8 hours for the signal to reach
Swellendam from Table Bay, whereas a messenger on horseback would have taken several
days. n

Via’s Bistro & Guest House

Genadendal Mission Village

Genadendal was founded as a Moravian mission
station in 1738, the first in Africa, and became
the home of the first teachers’ training college
in South Africa. The church square and surrounds
house 26 national monuments, and the contents
of the museum has been declared a National
Cultural Treasure. A restaurant serves traditional
dishes, a gift shop offers local crafts, and Emil
Weder House provides self-catering accommodation. Conference facilities are also available.
Genadendal Tourism Bureau
Tel: 028 251 8291 • Fax: 028 251 8582

Greyton – you’ll love it!

& Trout Fishing
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Vredelust B&B is a charming retreat in the beautiful village of Villiersdorp. Walking distance to
town and situated near the Theewaterskloof Dam.
Accommodation comprises three en-suite double
bedrooms and four self-catering units. All rooms
have DSTV, tea- and coffee-making facilities; selfcatering units have a kitchenette. Braai/barbecue
in the garden. Secure parking provided.

This lovely holiday farm offers the perfect getaway from the bustle of city life. The stylish selfcatering chalets are family-friendly, and we also
have sites for tents, caravans and camp trailers.
A great outdoors experience awaits: an inviting heated pool, mountain/quadbike dirt tracks,
angling, paddling – nature lovers will enjoy the
uninterrupted views the location has to offer!

Farm fresh produce, freshly baked bread and the
best homemade pies, biscuits and cakes. Relax
in the coffee shop and enjoy an excellent meal
in the peace and quiet of this tranquil mountain
setting. We also have three dams stocked with
Rainbow trout. Try the art of fly-fishing. Rods can
be hired and picnic baskets are also prepared for
a relaxed day in the country.

2 Van Riebeeck Street, Villiersdorp
Tel: 028 840 1735 • Fax: 028 840 2373
E-mail: gpdall@iafrica.com
www.vredelust.com

Off the R326 between Caledon and Napier
Cell: 083 359 1505 • Fax: 028 212 2210
E-mail: lani@vloedbos.co.za
www.vloedbos.co.za • 34°19'92"S 19°41'19"E

On the N2 opposite the Houw Hoek Inn
Tel: 028 284 9015
E-mail: info@houwhoekfarmstall.co.za
www.houwhoekfarmstall.co.za

over the mountain

Via’s serves wholesome country food and offers
relaxing accommodation in the four luxury ensuite rooms tucked away in a garden. Our passion
is to supply only locally sourced produce in our
deli which include veggies and free-range eggs,
poultry, rabbit, duck, venison and lamb. New: our
own cooking school; enquiries welcome.
31 Main Road, Greyton
Deli/Restaurant Mon–Sun 8–5: Tel 028 254 9190
Accommodation: Tel/Fax: 028 254 9722
E-mail: via@vias.co.za
www.vias.co.za

Greyton’s sublime chocolate...
the von Geusau Chocolaterie is at
the Oak & Vigne in Ds Botha Street, Greyton

028 254 9100
www.vgchocolate.co.za

It’s easy to fall in love with Greyton, the Village
of Romance. Rural sophistication is a Greyton
hallmark. The delightful oak-lined streets, leiwater channels, quaint houses and occasional
donkeys and cows roaming the streets, all add
to the peaceful, romantic atmosphere of the village. Whether you love art, music, the outdoors,
children or animals, you will want to come back
to Greyton, again and again.
Greyton Tourism Bureau
29 Main Road, Greyton
Tel: 028 254 9564 • Fax: 086 517 1630
E-mail: tourism@greyton.net • www.greyton.net

over the mountain
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Along the coast

Rooi Els
Pringle Bay
Betty’s Bay
Kleinmond
Hawston
Onrus
Sandbaai
Hemel-en-Aarde
Hermanus

A view over the Bot River Vlei from Kleinmond

Betty’s Bay

F

rom Cape Town, start the coastal route
by turning off the N2 to Gordons Bay
and the R44. Follow the scenic Clarence
Drive along the mountainside overlooking False Bay to Cape Hangklip (originally
called Cape Falso by early mariners because,
if they mistook this landmark for Cape Point
and set a course due north, they landed up
in False Bay [hence the name] instead of sailing up the west coast of Africa).
The villages of Rooi Els, Pringle Bay,
Betty’s Bay and Kleinmond share a common history, from the ancient heritage of

the early Bushmen and Hottentots, to a safe
haven for smugglers in the 1800s, whalers
in the early part of the 1900s, and then
stock grazing before developing as holiday
and retirement villages. The area is part of
the Kogelberg Biosphere Reserve, an internationally acclaimed conservancy because
of the incredible variety of plants found
here: an estimated 1650 species, mainly fynbos. The Harold Porter National Botanical
Garden in Betty’s Bay offers a showcase of
this diversity, and the African penguins at
Stony Point are also a great drawcard.

African penguins at Stony Point
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coastal route 1 : Rooi Els to Hermanus

Kleinmond lies at the mouth of the Bot
River Vlei, an important wetland which is
also home to a herd of feral horses that have
adapted to life in the marshy conditions. The
horses may occasionally be spotted by visitors on walks or canoe trips in the estuary.
Past the Arabella golf estate the road
connects to the R43, which takes one to
Fisherhaven, the private resort of Meerensee
and the fishing village of Hawston, long the
home of abalone fishermen. Continue to
Vermont, Onrus, Sandbaai and Hermanus,
famous for whales and “champagne air”.
The Kogelberg is home to a host of
extremely rare plants

The endangered Black
Oystercatcher occurs along
the Overberg coast

Vineyards in the Hemel-en-Aarde Valley



Hannah’s View

The Whaling Station

Elephant Rock Guesthouse

Country accommodation at its best! With the hills
of Pringle Bay as a backdrop, and breath-taking
views over False Bay to the blue silhouette of
Cape Point, look no further for a great breakaway. Enjoy breakfast on the patio, relax by the
pool, or savour the view during “high tea”on the
balcony – you can be sure that we will do our
utmost to spoil you with handcrafted hospitality.

Come enjoy only the freshest ingredients at the
Whaling Station Restaurant. Relax with a glass of
wine while taking in our beautiful view. Our menu
includes fresh ovenbaked linefish, black mussels
steamed in white wine and julienne vegetables as
well as a range of pastas and steaks.
Wed–Sun 11:00–15:00 and 18:00–2200
Mon 18:00–22:00; Closed Tues

Elephant Rock in Kleinmond lies within the Kogel
berg Biosphere Reserve with over 1 600 species
of Fynbos flora. We are only 200 m from the Blue
Flag main swimming beach and offer amazing
views on our walking trails. Each one of our 5
luxurious rooms is en-suite and is decorated with
lovely antique furniture. Wi-fi internet access and
television adds to the modern facilities.

510 Three Ways, Pringle Bay
Tel: 028 273 8235 • Cell: 083 368 8429
E-mail: hannahsview@telkomsa.net
www.hannahsview.co.za

Clarence Drive, Betty’s Bay
Tel: 028 272 9238 • Cell: 078 260 1913
E-mail: dawn@whalingstation.com
www.whalingstation.com

15, 2nd Avenue, Kleinmond
Tel: 028 271 5281 • Cell: 076 119 9494
E-mail: info@elephantrock.co.za
www.elephantrock.co.za

coastal route 1 : Rooi Els to Hermanus
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The Milkwood Restaurant

Wine Village – Hermanus

Mitchell Street Village

eat
drink

Visitors getting very close to whales at Hermanus

be inspired
Relax in a rustic setting overlooking the river
mouth and white beach at Onrus. We specialize
in the freshest fish and traditional cuisine, but
our lunch and dinner menu also include meat and
vegetarian dishes. Breakfast served, or drop in for
tea and cake to enjoy the view.

For the Largest Selection of
Fine South African Wines
We are open 7 days a week

Open Monday to Sunday 09h00–21h00

97 Atlantic Drive, Onrus River
Tel: 028 316 1516 • Fax: 028 316 2722
milkwood@hermanus.cc
34°25’04.95”S 19°10’41.40”E

1 Hemel & Aarde Valley Road
Hemel & Aarde Village, Hermanus
Tel: 028 316 3988 • Fax: 086 509 4931
winevillage@hermanus.co.za
www.wine-village.co.za

This luxury B&B guest lodge, set in pretty gardens
with ponds & patios, offers a warm welcome, old
world charm and comfort within an easy stroll
from shops, galleries & restaurants. Be pampered
in a choice of 6 individually decorated suites, each
with its private patio. This is an ideal base from
where to explore the many attractions of the area,
from wine tastings to flora, whales & sharks.
60 Mitchell Street, Eastcliff, Hermanus
Tel: 028 312 4560 • Fax: 028 313 0426
E-mail: accommodation@56.co.za
www.56.co.za



Selkirk House

Situated at the foot of the Hermanus mountain
with its unique fynbos and sweeping ocean
views. Close to the new 27-hole golf course.
Fully automated, thoroughly contemporary guest
house offers ultimate luxury at an affordable
price.

29 Selkirk Street, Hermanus Heights
Tel: 028 312 4892 (Elise) Cell: 076 587 4753
E-mail: info@selkirkhouse.co.za
www.selkirkhouse.co.za

The Old Harbour at Hermanus

At the Sandbaai turnoff to the right, the
road to the left leads to the Hemel-en-Aarde
(“heaven-and-earth) Valley, originally home
to a leper colony, but now renowned for
quality wines produced in the cool climate.
Hermanus was originally named Her
manuspietersfontein, after an itinerant teacher from the 1830s who grazed his sheep near
a freshwater spring in what is now Westcliff.
Fishermen from Hawston started to settle here more than 150 years ago, but the
town gradually became known as a holiday
resort and grew into the main coastal centre
of the Overberg. It now has a vibrant tourism industry, boasts a large number of art
galleries and restaurants, and is, amongst
others, home to an annual Whale Festival in
September. From about June to November,
especially the area around the Old Harbour
and Gearing’s Point offers excellent opportunities for watching whales, which often

come to within metres of the rocks. The Cliff
Path, which stretches for more than 10 km
from the New Harbour to the mouth of the
Klein River, affords another way of watching
whales, as well as enjoying the fynbos, rocky
cliffs and white beaches along the way. For
nature lovers there is also Fernkloof Nature
Reserve, where 1474 plant species have been
identified. Hermanus boasts a 27-hole golf
course, and the yacht club is based on the
Klein River Vlei, on the road to Stanford.
The Hermanus tourism office is housed
in the old railway station building, but...
Hermanus never had a railway. There were
plans to run a line from Bot River, and the
bridge over the river was built, but a bus
service took the place of a railway. Because
of the absence of high-voltage power lines
and vibrations caused by trains, the town did
become home to the Magnetic Observatory
(HMO) in 1941. n

savannah
café

Hermanus’s ultimate style destination!
The Clothing Shop has a super selection of stylish,
flattering and useful garments for all occasions.
The Gallery exhibits a remarkable choice of fine art,
Carol Boyes tableware (the favourite gift), imported
bed-linen and useful decorative objects.

The delicious food and drink served at Savannah
Café epitomises the relaxed, cultured lifestyle
for which Hermanus is famous. Still one of the
most popular places to enjoy a tasty breakfast
and lunch, or drop in for delicious cake, tea or
coffee. The deli section also offers preserves and
other delights to take home. Open every day until
17h00. Clayton and Elizma take personal pride in
their service, and look forward to welcoming you.

The Café hosts wonderful breakfasts and lunches,
and serves decadent cakes, coffee and tea.
Free off-street parking • Serene garden setting

14 Aberdeen Street, Hermanus
Tel: 028 312 1909
The Café – Tel: 028 312 4708
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E-mail: hubbards@hermanus.co.za
Website: www.hubbardscupboard.co.za

coastal route 1 : Rooi Els to Hermanus

Tail and nose – two Southern Right Whales interacting in Walker Bay

Tel 028 312 4259 • Cell 082 864 1378
Lord Roberts Street, Hermanus
E-mail: clayton@hermanus.co.za

coastal route 1 : Rooi Els to Hermanus
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Mosaic Farm

Klein River Cheese

Whale Coast retreat between Mountain & Sea.
Perfectly blends nature with country luxury and
superb food & wine. On the Hermanus Lagoon,
our secluded 5-star Lagoon Lodge includes Dinner/
B&B/activities. Self-catering is available. Kayaking,
quad biking, beach excursions and whale-watching. Or join us at the 1892 Spookhuis for lunch,
dinner, your wedding or conference.

Specialty cheeses and gourmet products are sold
in The Cheese Shop. Here you can taste the
cheeses while watching them being made. At The
Picnic Shed delicious picnic lunches, tea, coffee
and cakes are served in a country setting with a
large playground and farm animals. The Cottage
on the bank of the river is self-catering, with the
garden sloping down to the water’s edge.

On Wortelgat road outside Stanford
Tel: 028 313 2814 • Cell 082 825 3211
info@mosaicfarm.net
www.mosaicfarm.net

Off the R326, 7 km outside Stanford
Tel 028 341 0693 • Cell 083 273 8348
E-mail: kleinriver@telkomsa.net
www.kleinrivercheese.co.za

Bellavista Country Place
& Panorama Restaurant

Birkenhead Estate

Stanford to Strandveld
Stanford
De Kelders
Gansbaai
Kleinbaai
Franskraal
Uilenkraalsmond
Pearly Beach
Baardskeerdersbos
Elim

The Klein River at Stanford

Made in Stanford,
exported all over the world…
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Situated on a fynbos-covered hill with splendid
views over the Atlantic Ocean towards Hermanus,
Bellavista is a tranquil country retreat, with a
choice of accommodation ranging from a cozy
family cottage to luxury suites (some units are
equipped for self-catering). The stylish Panorama
Restaurant offers superb international cuisine
served either inside or on the terrace.

As the first wine and brewing estate in the
Southern Hemisphere, we run a micro brewery,
water-bottling plant and Walker Bay Vineyards.
We have much to offer, not only to beer & wine
enthusiasts, but to anyone who would like to visit
our beautiful country estate in the shadow of the
Klein River Mountains. Come and enjoy a meal &
freshly brewed beer, and taste our lovely wines.

On the R43 between Stanford and Gansbaai
Tel: 087 802 8477 or 082 901 76 50
E-mail: bellavista@hermanus.co.za
www.bella.co.za

Off R326 outside Stanford
Tel: 028 341 0183 • Cell: 073 141 7800
E-mail: info@birkenhead.co.za
www.birkenhead.co.za

B’s Cottage

Evergrine Farm Stall

Delightful thatch-roofed cottage in a picturesque English country garden with views of the
Klein River Mountains across the historic market
square. Open-plan living with huge fireplace
and loft sleeping area. Fully equipped with selfcatering kitchen, linen and towels, shower, parking and sheltered braai area. Sleeps 2 (plus small
child). Pets welcome – but not on the furniture.

Evergrine is a restaurant, farm stall and wine shop
all in one – a “must” visit in Stanford. Enjoy the
goodness of fresh country products: all-day breakfasts, light meals, cold & hot drinks, sweet treats
(incl. koeksisters), daily baked muffins, scones, pies
& quiches. Get biltong, droëwors, dried fruit & nuts
for the road, or order platters for a function. And
we have fresh farm produce, flowers, curios, gifts &
art, as well as excellent wines from the area.

17 Morton Street, Stanford
Tel/Fax: 028 341 0430
E-mail: milkwood@hermanus.co.za
www.stanford-accommodation.co.za

1 Queen Victoria Street, Stanford
Tel/Fax: 028 341 0386 • Cell: 072 884 5279
evergrine@telkomsa.net

coastal route 2 : Stanford to Strandveld

Kiwinet creates beautiful bespoke
mosquito nets that are
distinctive in quality and design.
From traditional hoopnets to unique
suspended and fitted four-posters,
Kiwinet transforms any bedroom.
Kiwinet takes pride in providing
personal and experienced
attention to each valued client.
www.kiwinet.co.za
info@kiwinet.co.za
tel: 028 341 0209
36 Daneel Street, Stanford

F

rom Hermanus, the R43 runs between
the mountain and the Klein River Vlei
to Stanford, offering lovely vistas along
the way. Stanford is named after Captain
Robert Stanford (retired), who bought the
farm Klein Riviers Valley in 1838 and supplied produce to Simon’s Town by boat from
Stanford’s Cove, near Gansbaai. The village
has a well-preserved core of historical buildings, a number of antique shops, art galleries
and restaurants, and has become popular as a
birding destination. Passing through the village, the Wortelgat gravel road takes one to
Die Plaat, a white sandy beach in the Walker
Bay Reserve that is popular amongst anglers
(4x4 required).
From Stanford the R326 leads inland
through the Akkedisberg Pass, to a junction
from where one can choose between going
to Caledon, Riviersonderend or Napier. For
those who do not like gravel roads, this is the
route to Cape Agulhas.
Continue along the R43 to De Kelders,
named for the “Drupkelder” cave at the
shore which attracted early travellers and
was a popular holiday destination before it
was closed to the public (the water source is
now used by the municipality). De Kelders
borders on the Walker Bay Nature Reserve to
the north, and here one finds Klipgat Cave,
where evidence has been found of human
habitation going back 2 000 years. A hiking
trail overlooking Walker Bay stretches from
Klipgat to Stanford’s Cove. This is a popular
whale-watching area.

Gansbaai (“Goose Bay”), named after the
Egyptian geese that frequented a freshwater
spring at the beach, started in the 1880s as
a few fishermen’s cottages on the dunes overlooking the harbour. A school was built in
1906, and in 1921 land above the beach was
divided into 205 plots. Commercial fisheries
followed, and by the 1950s Gansbaai was a
bustling town. With the expansion of residential developments in the area, Gansbaai
has grown as a commercial centre.
Danger Point lighthouse, at the tip of the
nearby peninsula, was erected in 1895. This

was too late for the troop ship Birkenhead,
which floundered on a submerged rock in
1852, with only 193 of the 636 souls on
board surviving.
Kleinbaai is the base for whale-watching
and shark-cage diving boats, which often take
the visitor to nearby Dyer Island. Guano was
earlier harvested here, but the island is now a
conservation area and home to penguins and
the fur seals that attract the sharks.
At Franskraal one may visit the Strandveld
Museum, where Jan and SD Fourie have
many stories to tell. Beyond Franskraal the 

The fishing harbour at Gansbaai

coastal route 2 : Stanford to Strandveld
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Platbos Forest

farm 215 Fynbos Reserve

Elim Mission Village

Take a walk at Platbos, an ancient indigenous forest between Stanford and Gansbaai. Our informative tours, enjoyed by young and old, will enrich
your appreciation for this unique forest ecosystem. Visit our “Trees for Tomorrow” Reforestation
and Conservation Project where you can dedicate
the planting of a tree for someone special. Walk
the labyrinth or book for a Tree Spirit Retreat.

Farm 215 offers luxury, tranquility, space, original
food and the exceptional beauty of the Cape
Flora in an astonishing landscape. The accommodation enjoys panoramic views over the plains
towards the ocean, vineyards and endless mountains. Located in a pristine private reserve of 800
hectares, the retreat is a shelter from the daily
routines of life. Unwind. Relax. Enjoy.

On Grootbos–Baardskeerdersbos road
Cell: 082 411 0448
E-mail: info@platbos.co.za
www.platbos.co.za

On Fynbos Road outside Baardskeerdersbos
Tel: 028 388 0920
E-mail: book@farm215.co.za
www.farm215.co.za

Elim was founded as a Moravian mission station
in 1824, and became the home of many freed
slaves in the next decade. The village is home to
the most skilled roof thatchers, and also boasts:
• The biggest Moravian church in the Cape
• The oldest working clock in SA, built in 1757
• The biggest wooden water-mill wheel
• A monument to the freeing of the slaves
• 102 rare fynbos species in Geelkop Reserve
• Guest House that sleeps 10 people (sharing)

 R43 brings one to the holiday resort at

Elim has retained the charm of more than a century ago

12

Meet Great White Sharks face-to-face off Dyer Island

coastal route 2 : Stanford to Strandveld

Uilenkraalsmond and then on to Pearly
Beach, a holiday and retirement village.
The farm Groot Hagelkraal that one passes
is internationally regarded as a biodiversity hotspot, with the highest incidence in
the world of species endemism. The farm
belongs to the electricity supplier, Eskom,
which has identified a site at the coast as a
possibility for a future nuclear power plant.
Such a plant would greatly affect the marine
life, including migrating whales, and the
resultant power lines will destroy the ecotourism industry on the Agulhas Plain and
further along their route.
Pass Buffeljagsbaai (“Buffalo Hunt Bay”)
further on (it offers no tourism amenities).
The R43 rather incongruously ends at a
T-junction with a gravel road (in the 1970s
it was planned to continue the R43 to
Struisbaai and then to Arniston and beyond,
mainly for military purposes, but these plans
were never realized). The road to the right
leads to Die Dam, a private holiday resort,
and a left turn will take one to Struisbaai
(this road can be very slippery after rain).
Now we have to backtrack to get onto the
Fynbos Road. From Stanford, the first turnoff is at Grootbos Private Nature Reserve.
This gravel road goes over the hills and into
a valley, where one finds the most southerly
indigenous afro-montane forests, notably at
Platbos. The road from Uilenkraalsmond to
Baardskeerdersbos and the mission village of
Elim, the designated connecting road across
the Agulhas Plain, is being tarred; the section
from Elim to Bredasdorp has already been
completed. Alternatively, from the R43, take
the turn-off at Pearly Beach.
Baardskeerdersbos (“Beard Shavers’ Bush”)
was long a forgotten corner, enshrouded in
stories about the inhabitants. In the past few
years it has attracted “outsiders”, and now

also hosts a popular Art Route featuring local
artists and crafters. It is also home to one of
the best Boeremusiek bands in the country,
led by Oom Manie Groenewald.
Elim was founded by the Moravian
Church in 1824. It became a haven for freed
slaves after 1838, and a monument to them
– the only one in South Africa – was erected
here in 1938. The village still belongs to the
church and has been declared a heritage site
in its entirety. Geelkop Nature Reserve is
located on a hill just outside the village.
Since 2000 several wineries have been
established on the Agulhas Plain, cooled by
sea breezes. As traditional wine-growing areas
in South Africa become hotter due to global
warming, the Agulhas region may become
increasingly important for the industry.
From Elim the newly tarred road will take
one to the R319 near Bredasdorp, or a gravel
road may be taken to Struisbaai. n

Raka Wines

Our wines are named after the beloved fishing
boat of Piet Dreyer, proprietor of Raka Wines, who
for more than 30 years plied the southern ocean
in search of the finest catch. This same passion
now drives the Dreyer family in the creation of
their award-winning wines. Tasting room hours:
Monday to Friday: 09h00–17h00
Saturday: 10h00–15h00. Closed Sundays
On the R326 outside Stanford
Tel: 028 341 0676 • Fax: 086 606 8462
E-mail: info@rakawine.co.za
www.rakawine.co.za

Elim Tourism Bureau
Tel 028 482 1806 • Fax 028 482 1996

Whalesong Lodge

Whalesong Lodge is a relaxed, intimate guesthouse overlooking the picturesque Walker Bay
with views stretching from the white sand dunes
of “Die Plaat” past Hermanus all the way to
Cape Point. Contemporary, stylish rooms have
sea views and private balconies, while thoughtful
touches like underfloor heating in the modern
bathrooms make your stay memorable.
83 Cliff Street, De Kelders
Tel: 028 384 1865 • Fax: 028 384 1866
E-mail: stanley@whalesonglodge.co.za
www.whalesonglodge.co.za

Van Brakel Stoor

Established in the 1920’s, this old-fashioned
country store in the middle of the Overberg farmlands, offers a variety of home-made delicacies,
wines and art. An old tractor barn now serves as
a conference centre and air-conditioned wedding
and function facility. Come and enjoy a cup of
coffee or stay for a traditional lunch and meet
the local farmers.
At the R316/R326 crossing • Tel 028 212 2214

coastal route 2 : Stanford to Strandveld



13

SLA

Wellington

RI
VE
R
de
e
Bre

52

KM
NTS

R
43

Drakenstein

VA

TS
N

25

R
44

FRA

N

H
SCH

K
OE

M

BLOKKOP

Villiersdorp

9

SO

Theewaterskloof

NDERENDB

HOTTENTOTS
HOLLAND Viljoen’s
MNTNS
Pass

Strand
22
Gordon’s
Bay

N2

HOUWHOEK

Steenbras

Clarence
Drive

K

23

5

Harold
Pringle Bay Porter
Gardens
10

Cape
Hangklip

mi
Pal

Stony Point

e
og

lbe

et

Bot River

rg
Barton Villas

R
10 43

12

Kleinmond
Sandown
Bay

Bot
River
Vlei

Hawston

Harry's Bay

R
43
27

s
nt
mo Onru aai
Ver
db
n
Sa

ER

G

57

Ravenna

EB

ERG

R324

E

Marloth
Nature
Reserve

LANGEBERGE

Swellendam

8 Buffeljagsrivier

n
S o d e r e nd

Stormsvlei

GE

Grootvadersbosch
Reserve

Tradouw
Pass

23

Bre

37

Riviersonderend

N2

SWARTBERG

N2

ede

we

nhok

s

49

Heidelberg
Slangrivier

47

35

47

R326

R324
R322

Shaw’s
Pass

STEENBOKSBERG

ks

R320

56

Protem

23

Klein
River
Vlei Mosaic Farm

Van Brakel Stoor

GE

Ui

Grootbos
Platbos

Raka

AKKEDISBERG

20

R317

n
Gle
dy’s
n
a
S
ra

al

KO

UE

BE

Dragonfly Farm

61

TMU

GROOTBERG

Witsand

St Sebastian
Bay

G

Infanta

Koppie Alleen

ISBE

RG

Bredasdorp

HEUNINGBERG

Elim

R316

Geelkop
uw

10

A S P L A I N 14
)
13

Port Beaufort

De Hoop Nature Reserve

Napier

SOE

STRANDVELD

23
ej

aa

24

35
Voëlvlei
29

Die Dam

Atlantic Ocean

Agulhas
National
Park

Pietie se Punt
rand
erst
Suid

e

Ryspunt

Waenhuiskrans

Struispunt

De Mond

R319

Cape Infanta

6

Skipskop

N

Cape
Overberg
& Surrounds

Struisbaai

Rhenosterkop
Aasfontein Brandfontein

b

Te

ng

Arniston/Waenhuiskrans

Heuning

Zoetendalsvlei

SOETANYSBERG

er

g
er

Ra
st

Kassiesbaai

13
Rietfontein
Ratelrivier

Ov

rs

Wolvengat

(Viljoenshof)

SAAF Test Flight &
Development Centre

nes

Danger Point
13
Cape Town
(AGULH
Birkenhead Rock
112 Kleinmond
120 29 Hermanus
Pearly Beach
Dyer Island
18
51 Grabouw
44
70
R
50 Caledon
38
112 48
Bantamsklip
43
74 Bredasdorp
183 122 93 124
Buffeljagsbaai
225 164 135 166 116 42 Cape Agulhas
48 122 164 Villiersdorp
39
69
62
99
Quoin Point
150 170 159 172 122 108 150 92 Robertson
178 162 151 164 114 100 142 123 31 Montagu
63 Barrydale
240 220 204 235 167 119 161 215 94
63
47 Swellendam
229 173 157 188 120 72 114 168 76
57 Heidelberg
282 230 214 245 177 129 171 225 133 120 46

BER

16

RG

16

35

De Hoop

PERDEKOP

Baardskeerdersbos

R319

Kars

N

Franskraal
Kleinbaai

k
len

Potberg
POT

32

Salmonsdam

Farm 215

Uilenkraalsmond

32

Sout

R316

R
43
22

Malgas

Tesselaarsdal

Stanford

Walker Bay

59

Klipdale

Vloedbos

38

R Û E N S

28

26
K l ein

Akkedisberg
Pass
Klein River Cheese
R326
22
in
e
l
K

Fernkloof

Gansbaai

i
Du

R324 Suurbraak
12

Bontebok
National Park

13

BROMBERG

Jongensklip

De Kelders
Stanford’s Cove

14

DB

Rietpoel

Walker Bay
Nature Reserve

Approximate distances in kilometres
on tarred roads. Alternative or shorter
routes may be available in some cases

N

Caledon

Gabriëlskloof
t
ar
w

Hermanus

Boosmansbos
Wilderness
Area

Barrydale

A

R
60

REN

13
36

Caledon
Reserve

rde
-Aa
n
e
lKLEINRIVIE
me
RBE
He
R
Maanschynkop

18

Bonnievale

26

38

Fisherhaven

L

Lindeshof

29

BABILONSTORING

11

Betty’s Bay

33

Steenbo

Kogelberg
Rooi Els Biosphere
Reserve

Bo

Houwhoek Pass

23

31

41 48

t

23

R KOGELBERG
44

PILAARKOP

R406

Van der Stel's
G MNT LEBANON
Grabouw R O E N
Pass
LAN
Elgin
DBERGE

SONDE

Greyton

rend
de

S

Sir Lowry’s
Pass

S

on

LIT
TLE KAROO
63

R
62

R317

Riviersonderend
Nature Reserve

4

Vyeboom

17

Vrolijkheid
Nature
Reserve

R
62

21

Genadendal

30

LL
EY

E
ERG

R321

Somerset West

19

McGregor

JONASKOP

R
45

Ashton

© Copyright 2010 Village Life

Cogmans
Kloof

So

Helshoogte

18

Franschhoek
Pass

Stellenbosch

12

R
60

Stettyn

Franschhoek

Montagu

Robertson

16

34

Warmwaterberg

White Lion Lodge

Tierhoek Cottages

Scherpenheuvel
OE

RGE

ang

SH

E

EBE

Sl

ER

28

NG

s

M

D

54

k Bot
ha

EM

Wemmershoek

BrandvleiKwaggaskloof
Dam

LA

ee

W

N1

EE

Fr

Huguenot
Toll Tunnel

BR

Rawsonville

KOO

Nuy

qua

Paarl

S

sse

M

Du Toitskloof
Pass

Overhex

He

EK

NT

Worcester

es

HO

20

Kw a s s i ed i e

NG

Bainskloof Pass

Struisbaai

L’Agulhas
Cape Agulhas

Southernmost point of Africa

National roads
Tarred roads

Indian Ocean

Gravel roads
5

10

kilometres approx.

34º49'59"South 20º00'12"East

The Village Life Guide | Cape Overberg & Surrounds

15

Dragonfly Farm Goat’s Cheese

The Good Food Café

Napier Farm Stall & Restaurant

Along a tree-lined country road, just outside the
village of Napier, you’ll find Dragonfly Farm, a
magical place where our milk goats, horses and
chickens roam and graze away. This is where
Alpine Goat’s Cheese is made daily, and herbs
are picked from the organic garden. Our organic
cheese is available in plain, herb/olive, oaksmoked and four herb flavours. To visit our farm
and experience its magic, give us a call.
.

The Good Food Café, now under new management, offers delicious and affordable café-style
dining in relaxed surroundings. Our menu features excellent summer or winter options using
fresh local produce, all prepared with passion and
presented with style! Look forward to scrumptious breakfasts, excellent coffees, wholesome
lunches and unpretentious yet sophisticated dinners. Our sunny veranda, cosy dining area and
shady garden courtyard make it the perfect place
to have good food with friends & family!

The menu offers seasonal dishes and daily specials from the blackboard menu. Try the quiche, or
unique traditional spicy lamb curry, oxtail (in winter) or delicious home made soups. Sip a glass of
wine or beer while you relax on the vine-covered
stoep and watch the world go by! Great preserves,
home-bakes, deli items and gifts.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK from 8 am – 5 pm

Main Road, Napier • Tel: 028 423 3893

FARM ACCOMMODATION ALSO AVAILABLE

Pascal’s Country Kitchen
& Lodging

EnviroWines Bistro & Wine Shop

Tel: 028 423 3112 • Cell: 082 727 8079
E-mail: info@goats-cheese.co.za
Website: www.goats-cheese.co.za

Aletta se Kuierhuis B+B

Napier
Bredasdorp
Struisbaai
L’Agulhas

106 Sarel Cilliers Street (main road), Napier
Tel/Fax: 028 423 3440

To the southern tip
Wheatfields and sheep on the road to Napier

This upmarket bed-and-breakfast in an old farmstyle house offers three luxurious en-suite bedrooms, one which is wheelchair-friendly. Escape
from the hustle, bustle and noise of city life, to
a place where you can feel at home, away from
home, as if you are staying in the grandest of
hotels! Only a 2-hour drive from Cape Town.
8 Groenewoud Street, Napier
Tel: 028 423 3857 • Cell: 082 372 7394
Fax: 086 575 3956
www.alettas.co.za • E-mail: info@alettas.co.za
GPS: 34°28'26.24"S 19°53'50.06"E

Renéessance and Jean Daneel Wines
Jean and Renée Daneel have both
fulfilled their dreams in Napier: Jean
by establishing his own vineyard
and wine cellar and Renée with her
Mediterranean-style restaurant.
The cooler climate in Napier has motivated this
extraordinary move for him. They are busy
establishing themselves in the Main Road with
Renéessance Restaurant, an outlet for Jean Daneel
WInes in the old barn behind the restaurant and a
deli specializing in cheese and bread.

16

Main Road, Napier
Tel: 028 423 3724 • Fax: 028 423 3789
E-mail: jdwines@worldonline.co.za
Website: www.jdwines.co.za (under construction)

to the southern tip

Village Bohemia in the Overberg! Your hosts,
Mark and Stephen, will ensure that your visit,
whether for breakfast, lunch or a romantic dinner,
will be memorable. Al fresco in summer, fireside
in winter, our menu includes our legendary lamb
shanks, desserts to die for and special offerings
according to the seasons. Accommodation available in the Van Gogh Garden Cottage.

This lovely restaurant with wine lounge and tranquil tea garden is open daily for breakfast and
lunch and serves dinner on weekends or by prior
arrangement on weekdays. Enjoy excellent food
and decadent desserts in a warm atmosphere.
Our wine shop offers exceptional wines produced
through environmentally friendly practices. Drop
in and indulge yourself !

48 Sarel Cilliers Street, Napier
Tel/Fax: 028 423 3146 • Cell: 083 460 6462
E-mail: food@pascals.co.za
www.pascals.co.za

28 Long Street, Bredasdorp • Tel: 028 424 2158
E-mail: bistro@envirowines.com
www.envirowines.com
34°31'58,62"S 20°02'27,73"E

A

t Caledon, turn off the N2 and follow
the R316 through rolling pastures and
fields to Napier and Bredasdorp. The
close proximity of these two towns is due to a
dispute between two prominent men (Pieter
Voltelyn van der Byl and Michiel van Breda)
in 1838 over the site for the building of a
church in the area. Unable to find common
ground, they each built one.
Napier, named after Sir George Napier,
Cape Governor, lies between Soetmuisberg
and the undulating grain fields of the Ruggens,
dotted with grazing sheep. Established in
1838, the village has retained a country
atmosphere – it is one of those places where
one can still see horses, cows and poultry
on plots and in side streets. In recent years
many artists and other creative people have
settled here, and it is home to a variety of
eateries and speciality shops, as well as a toy
museum.
In the 1890s miners searched for gold
on the farm Hansiesrivier in the district.
The Napier Gold Mining Company was
founded and shares issued, but it didn’t
last long – only fool’s gold was found.
Bredasdorp was also established in 1838
and named after the local landowner who
promoted the project, Michiel van Breda. He
owned vast tracts of land in the area, including Zoetendals Vallei, was the first mayor of
Cape Town (owner of the farm Oranje Zicht)
and also a member of the Cape Legislative
Assembly.
The Bredasdorp Museum, housed in the

historic Keet church, features some of the
many ships wrecked along the Agulhas coast.
Other collections are old wagons and motor
vehicles, and a room honouring well-known
Afrikaans author Audrey Blignault.
The nearby Rhenosterfontein farm (off
the road to Swellendam) has an ancient
milkwood tree that is a National Monument,
and near the farm Nacht Wacht, on the
way to Arniston, is the first protective fence
ever erected to help save the Bontebok from
extinction (1837).
At the foot of the Bredasdorp mountains
Ship’s figurehead in the
Shipwreck Museum,
Bredasdorp

lies the Heuningberg Nature Reserve where
the red Bredasdorp Lily and many fynbos
species are found. In October each year the
Foot of Africa Marathon is held, regarded
as one of the toughest of its kind. The area
has a rich agricultural history and both the
Drakensberger cattle breed and the South
African Merino sheep industry originated in
the district.
A gravel turn-off from the Bredasdorp–
Struisbaai road takes one to De Mond, a
popular angling resort at the mouth of the
Heuningnes River. Camping and bungalows
are administered by CapeNature.
Struisbaai, named for the ostriches (“vogelstruise”) that the early Dutch seafarers saw
here, is characterized by a white sandy beach
of 14 km. It has been a popular holiday resort
for centuries. Farmers from Bredasdorp and
elsewhere would spend a month or more here
during summer, arriving with wagons packed
with everything needed for their stay, including chickens and ducks for eggs and for the
pot. The sheep to be slaughtered and a cow
for milk had to travel on the hoof.
Struisbaai is regarded as one of the very
best angling spots in South Africa. Fishermen
settled here more than a century ago and a
cluster of their simple thatched houses may
still be seen at Hotagterklip, at the entrance
to the town. The working harbour often
affords the opportunity for colourful photographs of the fishing boats on the azure sea. 
The southernmost tip of Africa was first
called Cabo das Agulhas (“Cape of Needles”) 17

to the southern tip

Fishing boats in Struisbaai harbour

in 1502 by Portuguese seafarers, after it had
previously been named Ponta de Sint Brandao
by Bartholomeu Dias, who first rounded the
tip of Africa in January 1488, in honour of
the patron saint of that day. The accepted
explanation of the reference to needles is that,
at the time, the magnetic needle of a compass
showed no deviation from true north (simply
a chance occurrence, as magnetic divergence
varies greatly across the globe and changes
over time – the divergence at Agulhas is now
about 24,5 degrees west).
The stretch of coastline around Agulhas
became notorious amongst seafarers as a
graveyard of ships. Hidden reefs, sandy shallows and jagged rocks all awaited the unwary
mariner who ventured too close to the shore
or was driven there by the huge swells and
strong gales. The first of over a hundred shipwrecks recorded was that of the Zoetendal
in 1673; the survivors reached Cape Town



South Point Self-catering, B+B

From R400 per chalet per night
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The lantern in the Cape Agulhas lighthouse

over land, and on the way named a freshwater lake near Struisbaai Zoetendals Vlei.
In the late 1830s letters – some from
overseas – appeared in a Cape Town newspaper calling for a lighthouse to be erected at
Cape Agulhas. Michiel van Breda, owner of
most of the land around Agulhas and mayor
of Cape Town, was prepared to donate land.
A public fund was started in 1840, and by
1841 Col Charles Michell, Surveyor-General
of the Colony, was already working on the
design. It was only six years later, however,
that the Government allocated funds for
the erection of the lighthouse and that work
started. Most of the limestone and clay was
carted from van Breda’s farm Zoetendals
Vallei, where a kiln was also built to burn
seashells for lime. The lighthouse was put
into operation on 8 January 1848.
Michell’s design was a homage to the lighthouse that had stood on the island of Pharos

at Alexandria in Egypt for 1500 years until
the fifteenth century, and known in antiquity
as one of the Seven Wonders of the World.
The optical apparatus was manufactured by
Le Paute in Paris; it had no turning movement and consisted of an intricate arrangement of a lens, reflectors and refractors that
concentrated the 4500-candlepower light
from a four-wick Argand burner. Initially fat
from the tails of the local fat-tailed sheep was
rendered in the two fireplaces in the building
to supply fuel for the lamp.
Mr Le Paute contributed not only the
apparatus to the project, but also a new name:
in correspondence with this Frenchman,
Agulhas came to be referred to as L’Agulhas,
and this name was soon adopted in everyday
usage.
Over the years the apparatus was upgraded a number of times, and was electrified in
1936. The lighthouse did not miss a blink in

The Cape Agulhas lighthouse seen from the southern tip of Africa

its first hundred years of operation, but in
1968 the building was declared unsafe and
the lighthouse function was taken over by
an unsightly automated beacon on the hill.
People in the area, however, did not want to
see their beloved lighthouse disappear, and
mounted a battle and fund-raising to save it.
In 1973 the building was declared a National
Monument, and eventually it was transferred
to the Bredasdorp Museum. Restoration of
the building started in 1984, and in 1986
Portnet, who now operated all South African
lighthouses, requested that the lighthouse be
recommissioned. The light of the refurbished
Agulhas lighthouse was switched on on
25 March 1988.
The name L’Agulhas had fallen into disuse,
but in 1987 the Friends of the Lighthouse
asked the Place Names Commission to reinstate the name L’Agulhas and the request
was granted. However, as the name of an

international maritime landmark may not
be changed, the geographical feature is still
known as Cape Agulhas.
The southernmost tip of the African
continent was determined by the Chief
Directorate: Surveys and Mapping in June
1983, about a kilometre west of the lighthouse: 34° 49' 58,74" South and 20° 00'
02,12" East. At the time, the confusion
about where the two oceans met was also
cleared up: the Hydrographic Office stated
that the internationally accepted “boundary”
between the Indian and Atlantic Oceans was
20° 0' longitude, which is only about 1200
metres west of Cape Agulhas – clearly not at
Cape Point, as is often claimed.
The lighthouse now falls within the
Agulhas National Park administered by
SANParks. A number of tourist accommodation facilities are being developed at various
locations in the park. n

Ocean Art House

AA highly recommended self-catering units with
fresh cotton linen and towels. Private patios
with fireplaces. 100 metres to restaurants, coffee
shops, art galleries, the sea, ancient fish traps,
and the gates to the Agulhas National Park. 1 km
to the southernmost tip of Africa.

This Guest House with Art Gallery & Café offers
beautiful views over the breathtaking emeraldgreen water of the Indian Ocean, in a relaxing
atmosphere. The house itself is in a modern style
with an unmistakable architectural charm. There
are four individually furnished rooms with ensuite bathrooms.

Main Road, L’Agulhas 7287
Tel: 028 435 7402 • Cell: 082 4717 094
Email: info@south-point.co.za
www.south-point.co.za

4 Main Road, L’Agulhas
Tel: 028 435 7503 • Cell: 083 331 3514
www.capeagulhas-arthouse.com
E-mail: info@capeagulhas-arthouse.com
GPS: -34.8157° 20.0282°

A charming all-year-round destination, famous
for its traditional fishermen’s architecture, endless
pristine beach, whales, birds’ paradise, breathtaking sunsets, a variety of indigenous flowers and
adventure activities for the whole family.
Quaint cottages with fire hearths are available to
suit your needs, winter and summer, whether it’s a
breakaway weekend for two or even an extended
family get-together. Fully equipped and decorated
in our nautical, earthy or classic interiors.

Langezandt Fishermen’s Village, Struisbaai
For reservations contact, Lizbe Vorster:
Tel: 028 435 7547 • Cell: 082 781 7520
E-mail: reservations@langezandt.co.za
www.langezandtrentals.co.za
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For investment contact Joey Roodt 082 3344 554

to the southern tip

Arniston Spa Hotel

Arniston / Waenhuiskrans

Arniston Spa Hotel is set in an
historic fishing village, where an
endless beach meets the sky and
whales visit in summer. A place to
relax, explore the area, savour
excellent cuisine and rejuvenate
oneself.
The Spa’s menu is endless, ranging
from a single 30-minute massage
to combination day packages, and
stay packages of 2–4 days. The
remarkably detoxifying Turkish
steam ritual offered in The Rasul
room, is an incredible experience in
indulgence and at the same time a
quick boost to one’s health.

Arniston/
Waenhuiskrans
Kassiesbaai
A view from Kassiesbaai to Arniston

By the time you leave, you will feel
like a new person.

Where a 3-day break feels like a 2-week holiday!

 TGCSA 4-Star Hotel • Tel 028 445 9000 • Fax 028 445 9633
E-mail: info@arnistonhotel.com • www.arniston-online.co.za
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Kassiesbaai

Arniston Holiday Letting

The whitewashed cottages of the 150-year-old
fisherman’s village of Kassiesbaai are the defining image of Arniston/Waenhuiskrans. The village, perched on a dune above the sea, has been
declared a national monument in its entirety and
is still home to the active fishermen of the area
(local guides available). The community runs a
craft centre and will arrange traditional meals
for groups by appointment. This is a bit of living
history not to be missed.

We specialise in a wide selection of quality,
upmarket self-catering beach house accommodation in quaint and charming Arniston. Enjoy
a getaway in one of the most beautiful villages
anywhere. Just relax, or explore the many attractions in the area. We offer units from R300 per
night (sleeps 2) to R2 500 per night (sleeps 12)
– an affordable holiday in a lovely setting.

Tel 028 445 9687

arrniston/waenhuiskrans

9 Main Road, Arniston
Tel/Fax: 028 445 9559 • Cell: 083 305 5140
E-mail: info@arniston-letting.co.za
www.arniston-letting.co.za

A

rniston is a picturesque village with
thatched lime-washed fisherman’s cottages. It is the only town in South Africa
with two official names – long known to the
locals and holidaying Afrikaans-speaking
folk as Waenhuiskrans, because of a huge
cavern nearby which is reputedly big enough
for a wagon and a span of oxen to turn
around in; and also called Arniston after a
British troopship which was wrecked here in
1815, one of the more than a hundred ships
claimed by the coastline around the southern tip of Africa. A monument was erected

on the promontory above the beach in 1817
to commemorate the loss of 372 lives.
Kassiesbaai, the traditional fishing village
of Arniston, has been declared a National
Monument in its entirety and seems to have
changed little in the last 150 years. A community project offers tours of the village, as
well as traditional meals.
The area inland from the village is home
to the OTB Missile Test Range, as well as the
Air Force Test & Development facility. This
area is closed to the public, but an annual
open-day bus tour takes one through well-

preserved fynbos to historic landmarks such
as Melkkamer and Skipskop, a former fishing village. The work of the OTB – mainly
non-destructive testing of missile guidance
systems for overseas governments – is also
explained in detail. This is South Africa’s
designated satellite launch site, and the adjacent Air Force runway can handle Boeing
747s if the Cape Town airport becomes
unusable.
The turquoise sea is relatively warm and
safe for swimming and the sand dunes
around the town are great to explore. 

Kassiesbaai

Inside Waenhuiskrans cave

Arniston beach

arniston/waenhuiskrans
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The historic hamlet of Stormsvlei now offers a
range of services for country getaway & functions.
The old artisan’s quarters (1860) have been
beautifully converted into self-catering cottages,
and the river setting is ideal for picnics, swimming,
fishing, canoeing, walks & bird watching. There is a
picturesque little church for weddings, and the old
Post Office has been converted into a beauty salon.
The Restaurant is a great place to enjoy some
locally sourced, freshly prepared food. You can stop
for a quick bite, a drink or have a relaxed luncheon
in the garden setting. Home baked bread, local produce and a selection of wines are available in the
Farm Stall. Functions and events are catered for.

To the
Garden
Route

Off the N2 at the R317 turn-off to Bonnievale
Farm Stall & Restaurant: Tel: 028 261 1167
www.stormsvlei.co.za
Accommodation & beautician: Juanika
Tel: 082 698 6498 • www.stayhere.co.za

Bontebok National Park

Blue Mountain Inn

Stormsvlei
Swellendam
Buffeljags
Suurbraak
Heidelberg

Old Gaol Restaurant on Church

The steeple of Swellendam DR Church, with the Drostdy Museum in the background

Nestled between the Langeberg Mountains and
the Breede River, Bontebok National Park is a
place of peaceful charm. Chalets (4-star) and
campsites (3-star) are located near the river.
Activities include game viewing from own vehicles, nature trails, bathing and angling. Braai and
ablution facilities are available for day visitors.
Rental of facilities for events & conferences.

The Blue Mountain Inn is situated on the banks
of the Klippe River outside the historic town of
Swellendam. Nestled near the majestic Langeberg
range, this is an ideal spot to stop and relax for
a while and enjoy all the area has to offer. Stay
in comfortable timber accommodation and enjoy
your breakfast on the shady deck, or barbeque in
the boma on the river bank.

Our well-loved fare is now available at our
new premises on historical Church Square opposite the landmark DR Church. ‘Melktert’ and
‘Roosterkoek’ baked over the coals, old-fashioned
chicken pie, bobotie & sambals, bredies, ostrich
carpaccio and the ever-popular lamb shanks. The
salads are always fresh, and the service comes
with a smile. Come and share our view!

Off the N2 outside Swellendam
Tel: 028 514 2735 • Fax: 028 514 2646
E-mail: bontebok@sanparks.org
www.sanparks.org

On N2 south of Swellendam, next to grain silos
Tel: 028 514 2199 • Cell: 072 453 0634
Fax: 028 514 3326
E-mail: hansella@netactive.co.za

8A Voortrek Street, Swellendam
Tel: 028 514 3847
E-mail: info@oldgaolrestaurant.co.za
www.oldgaolrestaurant.co.za

Drostdy Museum

The Drostdy Museum includes the Drostdy (built
in 1747 and after the Castle the oldest surviving
VOC judicial building), the old Gaol complex,
the open-air Tradesmen’s Yard and Mayville, a
late-Victorian homestead. The buildings, artefacts,
exhibitions and grounds all contribute to the
story of the early European settlers.
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18 Swellengrebel Street, Swellendam
Tel 028 514 1138
Fax 028 514 2675
E-mail: info@drostdymuseum.com
Website: www.drostdymuseum.com

to the garden route

Bontebok in the National Park named after them

F

rom Riviersonderend the N2 continues
to Stormsvlei, where the R317 turns
off to cross the Riviersonderend to
Bonnievale. Stormsvlei, now a small hamlet
with a restaurant and dried-flower business,
was for many years an important stopover
for travellers on the Cape Wagon Route to
Swellendam, with an inn, smithy, wagonmaker, shop and bar.
When the original farm, Avontuur, was
first granted in 1732, there is already a reference to a Compagniesdrift (low-level crossing).
In the nineteenth century a pont or ferry was
installed just upstream of the present bridge.
Before the bridge was built in about 1910,
travellers to the Breede River Valley and
Little Karoo often had to wait at Stormsvlei
if the river was in flood, accommodation
became necessary and gradually a rambling
inn developed. This was replaced by a modern hotel in c.1920, which also attracted
custom from nearby “dry” Riviersonderend!
The hamlet took its name from the third
farmer on Avontuur, Christiaan Andreas
Storm, whose name appeared on a map completed in 1785. Stormsvlei has a colourful
history, including the death by stabbing of
one owner, William Twentyman, in 1871.
At Stormsvlei the Sonderend Mountains
turn into hills, with Bromberg further on
marking the end of the range. Here another
of the signal cannon was stationed, and just
past the mountain, which is covered in aloes
in winter, one crosses the Hessequas River.
To one’s left lies Hessequas Kloof (now on

private land), where a freshwater spring is situated. The wagon route followed this kloof,
and it was also the site of the homestead of
the Uys family of Voortrekker fame.
Swellendam, the third oldest European
settlement in South Africa, nestles at the foot
of the towering Langeberg. The old wagon
route ran along what is today Voortrek Street
(the main road), and the early administrative
buildings were all erected near where the road
crossed the Koornlands River. Bakkelijsplaats,
at the entrance to the town off the N2, was
originally the site of a Hessequa kraal and in

The old smithy at Stormsvlei

the 18th century the scene of a major battle
between warring clans.
Swellendam, which was named after
Governor Swellengrebel and his wife, Helene
ten Damme, became a sub-drostdy for the
outlying districts of the Cape Colony in
1743. The Drostdy (seat of the magistrate)
was erected in 1747 and soon after a gaol,
secretary’s house and mill followed.
The Drostdy Museum today consists of a
complex of buildings, including the Drostdy
itself, Mayville House, the Old Gaol complex and an Artisans’ Yard, where a water
mill, threshing floor and the workshops of
various trades from centuries ago have been
recreated.
Other buildings of historical significance
in the town include the Dutch Reformed
Church, built in an eclectic style; and the
Oefeningshuis, built in 1838 as a place of
worship and a school for freed slaves that
now houses the Tourism Bureau. Various
historical homesteads of note have been preserved, such as Klippe Rivier and The Glen.
The town is flanked by the Marloth Nature
Reserve to the north and the Bontebok
National Park to the south.
Only 8 km further on the N2, one reaches
Buffeljagsrivier (“Buffalo Hunt River”), a
farming community where, amongst more
traditional crops, persimmons are grown.
The name of the settlement, as is the case
with many others in South Africa, gives an 
indication of the big game that were once
common here. The Buffelsjags Dam at the 23

to the garden route

Ancient forests survive in the kloof at Grootvadersbosch

foot of the Langeberg is a popular destination for cruises, watersports and angling.
At the filling station in Buffeljags a road
(mostly gravel) turns off south to Malgas,
and a few kilometres further one reaches the
turn-off on the left to Suurbraak.
Suurbraak was originally known by the
Hottentot name X’airu, meaning “a piece
of paradise”. The current name is from the
Dutch, Zuurbraak, derived from the “sour
brake” (thicket bracken ferns) that still grow
along streams in the area.
In 1808 the Cape Governor, the Earl
of Caledon, fell in love with the beautiful place and its people, a remnant of
the Attaqua tribe, and granted the land to
their chief, Captain Hans Moos (also called
Moses Klaaste). Governor Caledon granted the London Mission Society permission
to start with work amongst the people of
Zuurbraak and in 1811 the first missionary,

Seidenfaden, was invited by Captain Moos
to settle amongst his people. Seidenfaden,
however, caused the Society great trouble,
and was eventually dismissed. He refused to
leave Zuurbraak and for seven years the work
stood still. In 1827 Governor Bourke granted
more rights to the LMS and a proper mission
station was established a year later, headed
by Rev Heinrich (Henry) Carl Jacob Helm,
Danish by descent but born in SchlesswigHolstein, Germany. After his death in 1873
his son, Rev Daniel Helm, continued with
the work. The church was later transferred
to the Dutch Reformed Church, and today
properties in the village are in private ownership. It retains a bucolic atmosphere, with
chickens, sheep, cattle, donkeys and horses
amongst the houses (if not wandering down
the road).
Beyond Suurbraak the road to Barrydale
through the Tradouw Pass (“women’s path”)
A business in the main road of Suurbraak

turns off to the left, while the other continues
on to Grootvadersbosch Nature Reserve and
Heidelberg. Grootvadersbosch, an important
source of timber for the early Dutch administration, is now administered by CapeNature
and offers camping and self-catering facilities. It is essentially a retreat for nature-lovers,
offering solitude and the chance to see a
number of rare bird species.
Heidelberg, Cape had its origins when, on
14 September 1855, Louis J Fourie sold part
of his farm Doornboom to the Riversdale
church council for £5 000. Soon afterwards
the first erven were sold, and in 1862, under
the chairmanship of Joseph Barry, founder of
the Barry & Nephews commercial empire,
the town achieved municipal status.
The town has a number of historic buildings, its oldest by far being the Fourie House.
This is the homestead of Doornboom and
dates back to 1728, making it one of South
Africa’s oldest surviving clay houses. Once
dilapidated and in danger of falling apart, the
T-shaped building recently underwent extensive restoration, and was officially opened to
the public on 24 September 2008.
Heidelberg’s Info Office is located in
the “Boer-en-Brit” building, so named by
its one-time owners, a Welshman and his
Afrikaans wife, who opened a general dealer
store there (sources say either in 1906 or
1926). The name probably also refers to
the fact that, during the Anglo-Boer War,
the building was the scene of a firefight.
On 13 September 1901 a Boer commando
attacked Heidelberg after they had two days
previously been involved in a skirmish at
Soetmakersrivier south of Riversdale (this
was the southernmost skirmish of the war).
From Heidelberg the N2 continues to
Riversdale, Albertinia and Mossel Bay to the
Garden Route. n

Suurbraak Mission Village

The Khoi name for the area where Suurbraak is
situated, was X’airu – beautiful place or Paradise,
probably a reference to the fertile soil and lush
vegetation in this valley at the entrance to
Tradouw Pass. Founded as Zuurbraak in 1809,
it is the second oldest mission station in South
Africa. Local crafts include the making of chairs
and traditional brooms, and furniture made from
alien trees.

Maggy Jantjies, Suurbraak Tourism
Tel 028 522 1806 • Fax 028 522 1657
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to the garden route

explore the peace and
tranquility of

Witsand

BREEDEZICHT GUEST HOUSES
With spectacular views of the Breede River Estuary, the Indian
Ocean and the famous Witsand dunes, Breedezicht Estate offers
3 beautifully appointed self-catering guest homes.
Choose from:
• 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, fireplace, braai, patio, outside shower, garage
• 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms (main en-suite), enclosed patio
with braai, open patio, outside shower, fireplace, garage
• 5 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms, fireplaces, braais, open as
well as closed patios, outside shower, garages
R550 – R2 400 per night inclusive of a complimentary boat trip on the Breede River

Contact: Helen 082 411 4545 • hhelen@mweb.co.za • www.breedezich-guest.co.za

The Breede River Valley
T

A river meets
the sea

The Breede River mouth at Witsand

A

lthough Witsand, a popular holiday
and angling resort at the mouth of the
Breede River, has no harbour today, the
history of the area centres on maritime activity. Things started happening in 1817, when
Captain Benjamin Moodie of Groot Vaders
Bosch enlisted the support of other farmers
to persuade merchants from Cape Town to
send their ships to Witsand. A warehouse
was built at Port Beaufort, and this system
alleviated the need for the farmers to cart
their produce by ox-wagon to Cape Town.
The failure of crops in 1820 forced Moodie
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The hand-drawn
ferry at Malgas

a river meets the sea

he Breede River has its origins in
the mountains near Ceres, flows past
Wolseley, to be joined by the White
River from Bains Kloof. Traditionally the
area from south of Wolseley to Bonnievale
was known as the Breede River Valley, but
this has now been divided into different
marketing areas: Breedekloof, the Worcester
Winelands and the Robertson Wine Valley.
Geologically the valley marks a seismic fault,
which caused the earthquakes at Tulbagh/
Ceres/Worcester in 1969–70.

The valley is one of the most important
fruit- and wine-producing areas in the country. The scenery can be spectacular, with
imposing mountains forming the backdrop
in every direction. In winter many of the
mountains are capped with snow.
From the Overberg the Breede River
Valley, in this case Bonnievale, may most
easily be reached along the R317 from
Stormsvlei on the N2. This was one of the
earliest routes used by travellers from the
interior to the sea.

Witsand
Port Beaufort
Malgas
De Hoop
to devote his efforts elsewhere, but his scheme
of transporting goods by sea was taken up by
Joseph Barry of Swellendam, who in 1834
formed “Barry & Nephews”, which became
a formidable mercantile empire. They operated their own ships and built warehouses at
Port Beaufort and Malgas. Their influence in
the area was almost unimaginable, with farm
output growing by three to four times.
The pride of the Barry fleet was the SS
Kadie, a screw-driven steamer built to order
in Scotland. This ship made over 200 voyages
to Cape Town, and even once ventured as far
as Mauritius, but came to a sad end at Cape
Infanta in 1864. The next year the Barry
warehouse in Swellendam burnt down, and
the company soon went bankrupt.
Malgas was originally named Malagas, but
because of problems with mail landing up
in Malaga in Spain, the name was changed
to Malgas. The vehicle pont (hand-drawn
ferry) at Malgas, established in 1860, is
the last still operational in South Africa.
From the Heidelberg/Witsand side, the
pont at Malgas is the bridge to Infanta, a
hamlet at the western side of the Breede
River mouth, and De Hoop Nature Reserve,
a World Heritage site which harbours an
astonishing variety of plants, as well as fauna
ranging from a breeding site of the highly
endangered Cape Vulture, the rare bontebok
and the Cape mountain zebra. De Hoop
incorporates a marine reserve as well, and
the coastline is a favourite calving area for
southern right whales. n

De Hoop Nature Reserve is a World
Heritage Site and offers the finest whale
viewing in Southern Africa.
The accommodation and facilities at De
Hoop have been completely revamped
and now include luxurious self-catering
cottages, a restaurant, a magnificent
wedding venue and a comprehensive
conference facility.

The Breede River near Bonnievale

McGregor
Robertson
Bonnievale
Ashton

Bonnievale was founded largely due to
the efforts of one man, Christopher Forrest
Rigg, who settled in the area in 1900, where
he bought up land and divided it into 5-acre
plots. He also took on the task of completing
the irrigation canal which had been started in
1898. Today Bonnievale is called the Valley
of Wine & Cheese, with ten wine producers
and two cheese factories.
The town of Robertson, founded in 1853
as a new Dutch Reformed congregation,
was named after Dr William Robertson,
the minister at Swellendam. Three hundred
erven were pegged out, and more than half
were sold within two days! In the second half
of the 19th century the town was noted for
the manufacture of furniture and wagons.
Along with Stellenbosch, Paarl, Worcester
and Graaff-Reinet, Robertson is one of the
five country towns in the Cape richest in
buildings dating to before 1900.
McGregor was founded in 1861 not as a
church town, but in the expectation that a
pass would be built through the Sonderend
Mountains from the Greyton side. The new
town was initially named after Lady Grey,
wife of the Governor, but was renamed after
the Rev Andrew McGregor of Robertson 40
years later when it finally became a separate
congregation.
Ashton had its beginnings in 1887 as
a railway station named Roodewal, but,
because the English-speaking railway offcial had trouble pronouncing the name,
he changed it to that of his home town in
England. The town only really developed
after the Langeberg canning factory was built
there in the 1940s. n

Tierhoek Cottages

De Oude Kombuis Restaurants

Eseltjiesrus Donkey Sanctuary

Romantic, private, self-catering cottages situated
on an organic fruit farm near Robertson. Elegantly
furnished cottages with indoor fireplaces, private
pools and spectacular mountain views of the
Langeberg. This is the home of Tierhoek Organic
jam and dried fruit .

Country cuisine served with care & passion, always
fresh. Three locations in the Breede Valley:
ROBERTSON: At the iconic Affie Plaas Farm Stall
1 km out of town on the Worcester Road. Lamb
potjie and live music on Sundays!
MONTAGU: 36 Long St, at the lone palm tree. Farm
stall and outdoor area. Licensed and charming.
McGREGOR: 51 Kerk St, sharing space with the
Villagers Farm Stall. Laid back and informal.

You are invited to visit this charity refuge for
elderly and rescued donkeys. Pick up a map, go
walkabout and meet some of our happy residents!

Activities available, besides whalewatching, are hiking, game-viewing,
bird-watching and mountain-biking.

www.dehoopcollection.co.za
info@dehoopcollection.co.za
0861 DE HOOP (33 4667)
or 028 542 1253

Off the R60 between Worcester & Robertson
Tel/Fax: 023 626 1191 • Cell: 082 789 9205
E-mail: gilson@barvallei.co.za
www.tierhoekcottages.co.za
GPS: 33°43'44.76"S 19°47'37.28"E

Tel: 023 626 5634
www.oudekombuis.co.za
oudekombuis@lando.co.za

At Eseltjiesrus Country Kitchen you can enjoy
tasty meals accompanied by our local wines.
Open Thursday to Sunday, 11am–4 pm.
P O Box 28, McGregor 6708
Tel/fax: 023 6251 593
E-mail: info@donkeysanctuary.co.za
www.donkeysanctuary.co.za

the breede river valley
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R62 to the Little Karoo
Montagu
Barrydale

The R62 in the Tradouw Valley between Montagu and Barrydale

T

he R62 road starts outside Ashton,
where the R60 from Robertson takes
a right turn to Swellendam, and continues through the Little Karoo and the
Langkloof to Humansdorp.
The first part of the R62 winds its way
through the convulated rock formations of
Cogman’s Kloof, through a short tunnel
with a British fort from the Anglo-Boer War
guarding it, to emerge on the other side in
a verdant valley with the town of Montagu
encradled by the Kingna and Keisie (Bath)
Rivers. This is the first town in Kannaland, or

the Little Karoo (Klein Karoo in Afrikaans).
Itinerant farmers (trekboere) had been
using the land since the middle of the 18th
century and after 1820 quitrent farms had
been granted here. When the need for a new
church congregation arose, David Stephanus
van der Merwe in 1851 bought the farm
Uitvlugt and had it subdivided into erven,
and by 1854 more erven were added to the
west of the Keisie River. By the time a church
was built in 1862, the town had grown to
over 500 inhabitants. It was named after
John Montagu, the Colonial Secretary.

Turning Leaves Linen

Montagu’s historical heritage is very well
preserved. The custom of replacing thatched
roofs with corrugated iron a century ago did
not take hold here, and many of the thatch
roofs are still intact, some with gables. Other
attractive buildings are Victorian villas and
some double-storey houses from the 1870s
and 1880s. Historian Dr Hans Fransen calls
Montagu “a gem among Cape towns”.
The hot thermal springs, behind the hills
to the north, have long attracted visitors,
and there is a tranquil Nature Garden on the
eastern edge of the town (entrance from Van

Riebeeck Street). Montagu Museum, situated in Long Street, comprising the old DR
Mission Church and the beautifully restored
Joubert House, also runs a medicinal herb
garden and offers various products from it
for sale. The town now has a wide range of
facilities for those wishing to escape the city,
from just relaxing and enjoying the peace
and quiet, to horse-riding and serious rockclimbing.
From Montagu the R62 takes one past
orchards and pastures of the fertile Tradouw
Valley eastwards to Barrydale, with the
Langeberg to the south of the road and the
hills of the Karoo to the north.
The other route to Barrydale is the R324
from Suurbraak, through the beautiful
Tradouw Pass. By the mid-19th century, the
farmers beyond the Langeberge needed an
easier route to get their produce to the harbour at Port Beaufort, as the shortest way was
via Montagu and the Cogman’s Kloof. Only a
footpath existed through the mountain (“tradouw” means “women’s path” in the Quena
language), but this could not be turned into
a road for wagons. The building of a pass
was first suggested in 1858, and in 1867 it
was raised in the Cape Parliament. Master
road-builder Thomas Bain was instructed
to plan and build the pass, and work started
in 1869. The pass was opened in 1873 and,
just more than a century later, from 1974 to
1980, it was realigned and tarred. It is surely
one of the most scenic mountain passes in
the country, but many sharp curves remain
and must be negotiated slowly!
Barrydale, named after Thomas Barry,
one of the nephews of the Barry & Nephews
Overberg mercantile empire, was established
at the northern end of the Tradouw Pass
in 1878. There had been a small church
since 1877, but the land (part of the farm

Thatched houses and a vineyard on Long Street, Montagu

Tradouwshoek) was only bought in 1878
and the new church congregation established
in 1880. The town, tucked away in a deep
valley, was laid out along the banks of the
Huis River, with larger plots for cultivation on either side of the watercourse. Van
Riebeeck Street, in which the church, hotel
and shops were located, was originally the
through-road, but the R62 has since been
shifted higher up the hillside to skirt most of
the town.
The town has in the past years attracted
many artists and crafters, with many shops
and restaurants serving tourists on the R62.
It has retained much of its character, with
cows and sheep often seen grazing between
the scattered houses.
From Barrydale the R62 winds amongst
the hills and valleys of the Little Karoo to
the hot springs at Warmwaterberg, and on to
Ladismith, Calitzdorp and Oudtshoorn. n

Pedestrian traffic in Barrydale

Ravenna Mountain Retreat

White Lion Lodge

Warmwaterberg Spa

Nestling between the majestic Langeberg
Mountains and rugged Karoo koppies… a fruit
farm & 3-star cottages, either s/c or B&B, as well
as a luxury cottage and renovated stables. Various
routes for hiking & mountain-biking. A rim-flow
swimming pool & bird-watching deck. Excellent
4x4 routes, horse-riding and fishing nearby.
Experience the uniqueness of the Little Karoo!

Enjoy a Big Five wildlife experience in luxury, only a
3-hour drive from Cape Town. This private lodge in
the 54 000 ha Sanbona Wildlife Reserve offers four
individual suites equipped with amenities such as
a fireplace, satellite TV, wi-fi internet and mini-bar.
Three sumptuous meals per day are served in the
main lodge building, and qualified guides are
always on hand for walks or game drives.

A hot mineral spring set amongst Klein Karoo
mountains, Warmwaterberg Spa offers a wide
variety of self-catering accommodation, caravan
sites and camping. There are 1 cool and 2 hot outdoor pools, and private Roman baths in the main
house. Facilities include a restaurant, bar, covered
lapa, convenience shop and bottle store.

28 km from Montagu on R62 to Barrydale
Tel: 023 614 1492 • Cell 082 924 7233
info@ravenna.co.za
www.ravenna.co.za

Off R62 between Montagu and Barrydale
Tel: 021 847 1043 • Fax: 021 424 2567
E-mail: info@whitelionlodge.co.za
www.whitelionlodge.co.za

R62 between Barrydale & Ladismith
Tel: 028 572 1609/1382 • Fax: 028 572 1769
E-mail: book@warmwaterbergspa.co.za
www.warmwaterbergspa.co.za

Turning Leaves takes pride and pleasure in making
a unique linen collection. Inspired by the beauty
of nature, only 100% cotton percale in white
and ivory is used, enhanced with our exquisite
embroidery in superb colour-fast German thread.

Bed linen is made to order in all South African,
European and other overseas standard sizes. We
also make non-standard sizes for customers with
special needs.
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Turning Leaves has a range of embroidered gift
items available off the shelf, such as lavender
sachets & small pillows, waffle-weave guest
towels and face cloths, laundry bags, shoe bags,
handkerchiefs, serviettes and quilted tea cozies. A
limited range of unique hand-made items (quilts
and cushions) is available to the customer looking
for that very special gift.
Showroom:
Open Mon–Sat: 09h00–13h00; 13h30–18h00
6 Hospital Street, Montagu
Tel: 023 614 1123 • Fax: 086 636 9291
E-mail: plombard@lando.co.za
www.turningleaves.co.za

the R62 to the Little Karoo

the R62 to the Little Karoo
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